
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 785 

Zur Geschichte und Litteratur des Urchristenthums. Ill, 
1 : Untersuchungen titer den Brief des Paulus an die Romer. 
Von Friedrich Spitta. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Rup- 
recht, 1901. Pp. 193. M. 5. 

The fact that scholars, irrespective of their dogmatic position, still 
differ regarding the purpose, the integrity, and the readers of the 
letter to the Romans, is Professor Spitta's justification for this volume. 
He presents certain novelties in explaining the structure of the letter, 
but at the same time claims that the best previous investigators have 
prepared the way for his conclusions. 

Briefly stated, his position is this : The epistle to the Romans con- 
sists of two letters, a longer, complete one, and a shorter, incomplete 
one. The letter is made up of chaps. 12: 1 — 15:7 and 16: 1-20. This 
shorter letter, which presupposes an acquaintance with the Roman 
church, was written after the imprisonment spoken of in Acts 28:30. 
In view of Acts 16:16, it is thought that Paul was making a general 
tour of the gentile churches when he wrote the letter. Since the first 
Roman imprisonment was not later than the spring of 63, and since the 
letter in its references to rulers makes no allusion to the Neronian 
persecution, its composition is to be placed in the period 63-64 A. D. 
To this period we are also led by the fact that 1 Peter is dependent 
upon this short letter, and 1 Peter antedates the Neronian persecution. 

Spitta's view of the longer of the two letters that constitute our 
epistle to the Romans is still more novel. Starting from the difficulty 
of determining whether the readers were Jews or gentiles, he reaches 
the conclusion that this letter (1 Romans) is an adaptation to gentile 
Christians of a writing intended for believing Jews. The object of 
.this writing was to justify his preaching to the gentiles a free gospel. 
It belongs in the time when Paul was founding the gentile church. 
The most important additions to this writing for Jewish believers are 
chaps. 11: 11-36 and 15:8-13. 

Spitta's hypothesis of 2 Romans plainly has more to commend it 
than has the hypothesis that 1 Romans is an adaptation of an earlier 
writing which was intended for Jewish Christians. It seems, however, 
questionable whether the phenomena which he seeks to explain are 
really as difficult as are the hypotheses which he offers for their 
explanation. The book is a good specimen of acute and minute lit- 
erary analysis, and contains many significant remarks on the origin 
of Romans entirely apart from its main contention. 

George H. Gilbert. 

Northampton, Mass. 



